Tips on Framing Your Work for the Exhibition

All work needs to be framed for our exhibition and you will find details in the the
Submission Form but here’s some advice from MHAS Chair, on successfully presenting
your work in a cost effective way.

Julie writes, | find having a professional card mount around a drawing, print or painting
really makes a difference. | use an online service at
https://www.bramptonframing.com/cut-to-size-picture-mounts/bespoke but others are
available.

You can enter the dimensions you need and they will cut them to size and post them to
you - allow a couple of weeks for delivery. | always choose the ‘Minuet’ colour card
which is a warm white which doesn’t look too cold or dull. White mounts often look grey
next to an image and cream card can be too yellow. An A3 mount will cost around £5.50.

Local framers will also cut mounts for you, if you visit Manor framers in Sawbridgeworth
and mention the MHAS exhibition you will receive 20% off the cost.

You can also buy pre-cut mounts in The Range and Hobbycraft to fit many standard size
frames.

To frame your work you can take it to a framers for a bespoke service (again Menor are
offering 20% discount to MHAS at the moment) but you will pay a premium price.

| usually buy inexpensive frames from Hobbycraft, Dunelm, Matalan, IKEA or The Range.
| wouldn't buy anything that'’s too thin or made of plastic but | prefer something like this,
https://www.dunelm.com/product/essentials-photo-frame-10001206667
+defaultSkuld=30789154&colour=Walnut&photoSize=A4+(29.7cm+x+21cm)

which comes in neutral colours and the frame is deep enough to screw fixings into.

Preparing your work so it's ready to hang: at MHAS we ask that you use D rings and
picture hanging cord. D rings can be bought from Hobbycraft, The Range, DIY stores
and other outlets, https://www.therange.co.uk/diy/hardware/picture-and-mirror-
hanging/d-rings-nickel2#163337

Drill a small hole or use a bradawl and attach the D ring with a small screw to the back of
your frame (some packets come with screws too).

If you can, please use picture hanging cord not string or wire on your picture, in the past
we have had string break and wire can scratch. We will be selling picture cord on
handing in day for a small fee.

If you have a painting on a canvas, you don't need to frame it but please do attach D
rings and cord to the back so we can hang it properly.

This year we will offer a service for a small fee on handing in day to attach these fixings
to your frames, as we realised this was a challenge for some of our members so please
don't be put off exhibiting by having to frame your work. On the contrary, I'm sure you
will find that once you put a mount around your drawing or painting it will really elevate
itand once it's in a frame, it will look professional and ready to go on show!
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Following his recent talk at MHAS, Menor framers have very generously offered all
MHAS members a 20% discount on works you take in to Menor to prepare for our
members’ Exhibition, “whether it is just stringing a piece, cutting a mount, or the whole
thing! As an extra bonus on top of the 20% we will upgrade the glass free of charge.”
Please see their website for contact details, https://www.menor.co.uk/
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